


THE FORUM

ADVOCATING FOR A CAUSE

Established in 2004, The Forum is a tax exempt, non stock, non profit and non governmental organization composed
of experts, well known personalities and supporters of population management, health, nutrition and family welfare,
who are highly committed to make a difference in people’s lives.

It works with existing local alliances and networks with similar advocacies. The Forum supports and strengthens
institutional linkages with the private and business sectors and academic community through advocacy, capacity-
building and awareness-raising initiatives.

VISION
The Forum is a leading voice in the advocacy of national policies on population management, health, nutrition,
and family welfare and in the provision of universal access to information and service for all Filipinos especially the
poor and the youth.

MISSION
The Forum actively collaborates with influential persons and decision makers from public and private/business
sectors, the academe, women, youth and the media, in advocating sound population policies and effective family
planning and nutrition programs to improve health and welfare of Filipino Families.

It encourages the active involvement of key stakeholders in the provision of information, advice and services in
reproductive health and nutrition as critical element in the economy and society’s well being.
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Message from the President

2020 is specially challenging as we were all faced by COVID-19 pandemic. Despite all the
challenges, I’m am pleased to present our accomplishments.

In the first quarter of 2020, series of ARH educational discussions enabled the Forum to
reach 2,555 young people while we work with SK Officials of El Nido, Palawan and the
Department of Education Division Office of Benguet.  In addition, we are able to train 66 youth
peer educators from City of Talisay, Cebu and Banaue, Ifugao.

Due to the imposed community quarantine to control to COVID-19 spread, the Forum shifted
to online modalities to continue its awareness raising activities and mainstreaming the RH
discussions. Free webinars on lifestyle, mental health, and sexual health amid lockdown
were offered for free especially our community and institution partners.

At the national level, the Forum continued its active advocacy effort to support the passage of
“Girls Not Brides Act of 2020 - Senate Bill No. 1373” and the roll out of CSE in schools as
mandated by the “Responsible Parenthood and Reproductive Health Act of 2012 – R.A. 10354”.

The Forum is also proud to share MOMCHAT, Municipality-Optimized Maternal and Child
Health Assistance Tracker, an online tool we developed together with MAPUA University with
the support of UNFPA. This tool aims to support reducing data gaps on SRH by providing
LGUs updated maternal health data which can be utilized to improve the SRHR services for
women.

Moving forward, this year is also when Forum celebrated the successful end-phase of its 5-
year project, “Sustained National and Local Advocacy for Reproductive Health in the Philippines”
or Sulong RH project, supported by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Representing The
Forum as the lead organization in this project, I would like to express my deepest appreciation
to the Gates Foundation, and to all our government agency partners: the Commission on
Population and Development (POCPOM), the Department of Health (DOH), and to the LGUs
of Albay, Benguet, Cebu, Ifugao and Palawan. I’d also like to express our equal appreciation
to the national CSO consortium which worked with us in 2020: Health Action Information
Network (HAIN) and Philippine Legislators Committee on Population and Development Inc.
(PLCPD) and; to our local CSO partners, Roots of Health (Ugat ng Kalusugan) of Palawan,
Gentlemen Bicol for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (GM Bicol) of Albay, Bisdak
Pride of Cebu, and Gayon LGBT Organization of Albay.

The pandemic should not stop the work that we do in advancing sexual and
reproductive health of Filipino families. This challenging year taught us valuable
lessons on how we can continue our advocacy work as we face the new normal.

Benjamin de Leon
President
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Sustaining Local and National Sexual and Reproductive Health Advocacy

Sulong RH Project

The Forum’s SULONG RH Project, being
implemented together with a consortium of
NGOs supported by the Bill and Melina Gates
Foundation, has come to its final stage of
implementation. The project entitled
“Sustained National and Local Advocacy for
Reproductive Health in the Philippines”
provided support to national and sub-national
advocacy on Responsible Parenthood and
Reproductive Health (RPRH) by promoting the
passage of related policies and ensuring
availability and accessibility of reproductive
health (RH) and family planning (FP) services
in the country, in particular, the provinces of
Albay, Cebu, Benguet, Ifugao and Palawan.

Local Advocacy

Going back to the 5-years of implementation of the Sulong RH project, technical assistance
and support to stakeholders in both public and non-government sectors. Notably in 2020, the
Forum continued its support to CSOs which are conducting local advocacy by providing grants.
These NGOs are Health Action Information Network (HAIN), Philippine Legislators Committee
on Population and Development Inc. (PLCPD), Roots of Health (Ugat ng Kalusugan) of
Palawan, Gentlemen Bicol for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (GM Bicol) of
Albay, Bisdak Pride of Cebu, and Gayon LGBT Organization of Albay. It resulted to continuous
local advocacy which led to enactment of local policies such as creation of local RH
implementation teams, local AIDS council, adolescent and youth health and development
policies, and programs and budget support to FP and RH services.
Adolescent Reproductive Health (ARH)
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The adolescents and the youth are at the core
of The Forum’s programs. The organization
views that investing in young people’s sexual
and reproductive health today can result to
reduced teenage pregnancy, STIs and HIV
among young people, and unwanted
pregnancies and other maternal health
complications in the future.

During the first quarter of 2020 prior to COVID-
19 lockdown, The Forum worked with the
Department of Education, Division Office of
Benguet and the Benguet Provincial
Legislative Office in bringing ARH education
discussion to four schools (two schools in Atok,
one school in Bugias and one school in
Kapangan). This enabled 2,255 young people
in Benguet to listen to RH and FP messages,
HIV and its prevention, and issue related to
gender-based violence, STIs and teenage
pregnancy.

Previous years advocacy work and training opportunities given to young leaders resulted to
community-level initiatives. In this year, SK Federation of El Nido, Palawan organized a youth
gathering to discuss ARH. This community-led event, supported by The Forum was attended
by 300 students.

The Forum was able to train 30 peer educators in Talisay City, Cebu and 36 peer educators in
Banaue, Ifugao. These newly trained peer educators are a youth members of locally organized
youth groups assisted by their respective local government units.
Forum continued to provide technical support to youth leaders and SK officials we had
engagements in the past through training and RH forums.
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Continued support to Local CSO Partners amid Pandemic

The Forum’s support to Roots of Health, under the Sulong RH project, resulted to creation of
online learning modules on ARH and support to community health advocates of this organization
(volunteers).

The Forum’s support to GM Bicol, under the Sulong RH project, resulted to conduct of three
online training and has trained 65 teachers in communicating ARH and integrating ARH
concepts in subjects. An online broadcast which is attended by mostly young people from
Albay were aired through Facebook Live with a total of 8 episodes tackling a variety of sexual
health issues including access to RH services, gender-based violence, SOGIE, and rights of
young people under RPRH Law and Philippine AIDS Law. The support given to GM Bicol was
also extended to conduct of HIV community-based screening and relief operations to people
living with HIV severely affected by imposed community quarantine.

Forum’s support to GAYON Albay LGBT Organization were utilized in conduct of community-
based HIV screening, conduct of HIV and AIDS and SOGIE awareness raising activities and
community outreach activities. Online webinars were conducted which discussed about LGBT
rights and mainstreaming gender-based violence in the middle of pandemic. Forum’s support
to GAYON was also used to provide LGBT community members of the organization with
‘ayuda’ or relief packs and COVID-19 essentials like masks and alcohol.

Bisdak Pride shifted their community theater to online information, communication and
education materials which were shared on their social media accounts. RH and HIV campaigns
continued through online means and HIV
screening and counselling services continued
while observing recommended health
protocols. Forum’s support was also used to
provide ‘ayuda’ to the communities the
organization is serving.
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Sulong RH Amid Pandemic

As most institutions have stopped their face-
to-face interactions, The Forum also shifted
to online means of providing educational
opportunities to our partners and beneficiaries.
Learning engagements with partners were
shifted to online modalities. A series of online
educational discussions were sponsored to
continue the discussion on important SRHR
issues, including mental health and lifestyle.

Forum provided lifesaving personal protective
equipment (PPE) sets to our local frontline
partners in Albay, Cebu, Benguet, Ifugao and
Palawan.

The Albay Association of the Deaf were
provided with customized windowed face-
masks to facilitate lip-reading among deaf
population and their families.
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National Advocacy

The Forum is a member of the Health Cluster
of the Alternative Budget Intiative (ABI), an
alliance pf CSOs involved in budget and policy
advocacy work. Members of ABI continue to
engage legislators and key-decision makers
in national government agencies for budget
support for RH and issuance of RH-related
policies.
Forum continued to engage with the
Department of Education in rolling out the
Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE) in
public and private schools.

Forum also actively supported advocacy effort
to push for the passage of “Girls Not Brides
Act of 2020 - Senate Bill No. 1373” sponsored
by Senator Risa Hontiveros. Forum is honored
to have brough stories and faces of behind the numbers of young girls who were married off
at a very young age before the senate through Senator Hontiveros who delivered her privilege
speech in March 4, 2020 before the chamber of Senators. This was approved by the Senate
on November 9, 2020.
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Online Campaigns

Forum also supported
nationwide campaign which
calls for support to family
planning and the
Responsible Parenthood and
Reproductive Health Law
(RPRH Law). The ‘Do it Right’
campaign, among others,
were actively participated by
the Forum.

Support to Women Writing
Women (WWW) continued.
This engagement with gained
local and international
readership which tackles
stories of Filipinas in the
country and abroad.

Forum also continued SRHR discussions through FB Live broadcast supported by Kakammpi
Radio Online.
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Project MOMCHAT - Investing in ICTs to Improve Maternal Health Services

Supported by UNFPA, The Forum and MAPUA University developed a web-based dashboard
application and SMS-based data receiver for forecasting demand and supply of medical needs
for maternal health care in a locality called MOMCHAT - Municipality Optimized Maternal and
Child Health Assistance Tracker (MOMCHAT).

As an ICT based solution, MOMCHAT helps provide crucial maternal health related data in
real time that LGUs could use for data based policy decisions.  MOMCHAT is designed to
enable LGUs who will use the software to be in compliance with two national policies:   RA
10354 or the Responsible Parenthood and Reproductive Health Law and RA 11148- Kalusugan
and Nutrisyon ng Mag-Nanay Act or First 1000 Days Law. These laws directly address the
state of reproductive health in the country.  MOMCHAT also supports an important building
block to health under the Universal Health Care Law which is Access to Essential Medicine
and Technology and having updated, electronic-medical records for efficient, quality services.

From 14 September to 31 December 2020, the United Nations Population Fund supported
the development of MOMCHAT application supervised by the Forum for Family Planning and
Development, an non-government organization who had been a partner of UNFPA in advocacy
campaigns for reproductive health rights since 2014 and the faculty of Mapua University
Institute of Technology.

MOMCHAT is an innovative solution which will contribute to universal access to SRH and
gender equality by reducing data gap on SRHR, allowing updated records for efficient and
quality services, strengthening commitment of LGUs to services for women as a matter of
right, and giving greater attention on vulnerable women and adolescents in GIDAs and in
poor families.

The Municipality of Daraga, Albay adopted MOMCHAT as a pilot site. After a series of
communication with key decisionmakers in the Municipality of Daraga in Albay, the Municipal
Council gave their support through Municipal Resolution No. 371-2020 authorizing Mayor
Victor Perete to enter into a Memorandum of Agreement to be a pilot area for testing MOMCHAT.
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For 2020,  Project MOMCHAT accomplished the following:

1. Functional web-based data hosting site able to
generate current data on maternal health.

2. Passage of Daraga Municipal Resolution No. 371-
2020 authorizing Mayor Victor Perete to sign up to
MOMCHAT.

3. Signed Memorandum of Agreement of the Municipality
of Daraga to be the pilot area for the installation and
use of MOMCHAT.

4. Written expressions of  interest to sign up for the use
of MOMCHAT from other local government units –
Pasig City, City of Vigan, Municipality of Brookes Point
and Taytay in Palawan.

5. One policy brief - “Investing in ICTs to Improve
Maternal Health Services”
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Warm Welcome to our New Members of the Board of Trustees

JANINA CARINE S. MEDINA-FARIÑAS
Councilor, City of Vigan
Ex-officio Board Member,
Province of Ilocos Sur

EMEE LEI E. ALBANO-VALDEHUESA
Consultant- United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
Philippines Country Office

ANZAIRA B. ROXAS
SRHR Coordinator - United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) Philippines
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Fundraising through the 13th Rafael M. Salas Cup

The 13th Rafael M. Salas Cup was held last November 13, 2020. This year's theme is
"Complete Healing from COVID-19". For the first time, the Salas Cup shifted to an online
event. No actual golf tournament happened this year. Despite of the pandemic, 70 individuals
registered. This year's cup was able to raise 1,636,644.
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Eminent Persons

H.E. Fidel V. Ramos
Former President of the Philippines

Chairman, Ramos Peace and Development Foundation, Inc.

Cesar EA Virata
Former Prime Minister of the Philippines

President, C. Virata& Associates, Inc.

Mercedes B. Concepcion, PhD
National Scientist

Oscar M. Lopez
Chairman Emeritus,

Lopez Group Foundation

Loida Nicolas Lewis
Chairperson, TLC Group, Inc.

New York, USA

Edcel C. Lagman
Repprdsentative
1St District Albay

Ramon S. Ang
President and CEO

San Miguel Corporation

Washington Z. Sycip (+)
Founder, Sycip, Gorrres and Velayo
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Board of Trustees

Benjamin D. de Leon
President
Former Presidential Assistant for Social Development Office of the President President
Fidel V. Ramos
Former Executive Director, ASEAN Population Coordination Unit, Jakarta, Indonesia

Jaime Z. Galvez-Tan, MD
Vice President
President, Health Features, Inc.
Former Secretary, Department of Health

Corazon M. Raymundo, PhD
Secretary
Councilor, Pasig City
Former Director/Professor
University of the Philippines (UP) Population Institute

Jose Miguel R. dela Rosa
Treasurer
Undersecretary, National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA)
Executive Director, Film Development Council of the Philippines
Former Country Representative, JHU/Center for Communication Programs

t
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Trustees

SPM Janina Carine S. Medina-Fariñas
Councilor, City of Vigan
Ex-officio Board Member, Province of Ilocos Sur

Alejandro N. Herrin, PhD  -
Professorial Lecturer and
Former Professor, UP School of Economics

Felipe M. Medalla, PhD
Member, Monetary Board, Central Bank of Philippines
Former Socio-Economic Planning Secretary (NEDA)
Former Professor, UP School of Economics

Enrique T. Ona, MD
Former Secretary of Health

Xavier Roque MC Murray Peredo
President, UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network Philippines
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Ernesto M. Pernia, PhD
Former Socio-Economic Planning Secretary (NEDA)
Professor Emeritus, UP School of Economics
Former Lead Economist, Asian Development Bank

Anzaira B. Roxas
RN, RM, MBAH - Sexual and Reproductive Health Coordinator
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Philippines
Mandaluyong City

Margarito B. Teves
Former Secretary, Department of Finance

Emee Lei E. Albano-Valdehuesa
Consultant
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Philippines Country Office

Elizabeth E. Zobel
Co-Founder and Chair, Teach for the Philippines, Inc. and
Member Board of Directors, The Population Council, USA

Trustees
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Board of Advisers

Edgardo A. Bautista
Former President, MIRANT Philippines

Cecilia Orena Drilon
Broadcast Journalist
ABS-CBN Network

Jonathan David A. Flavier

Cyndy Tan Jarabata
President, Advocates for Youth Foundation

Dante B. Canlas, PhD
Former Socio-Economic Planning Secretary, NEDA
Former Executive Director, Asian Development Bank
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Menardo R. Jimenez
Chairman, MAJENT Group of Company
Former President, GMA-7 Network

Jose G. Rimon II
Director, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
Institute for Population and Reproductive Health
Senior Scientist, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Baltimore Maryland

Ernesto Luis Salas
Asst. Vice-President, ACE USA

Victoria Jardiolin-Villa
President, Natasha and Marikina Shoe Exchange
Professor, UP College of Business Administration

Board of Advisers
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Carmelita L. Villanueva
Former Chief, Programs & Information Services,
UNESCO, Bangkok Thailand

Peter Wallace
President, Wallace Business Forum
Columnist, The Philippine Daily Inquirer

Board of Advisers
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