


THE FORUM

ADVOCATING FOR A CAUSE

Established in 2004, The Forum is a tax exempt, non stock, non profit and non governmental organization composed
of experts, well known personalities and supporters of population management, health, nutrition and family welfare,
who are highly committed to make a difference in people’s lives.

It works with existing local alliances and networks with similar advocacies. The Forum supports and strengthens
institutional linkages with the private and business sectors and academic community through advocacy, capacity-
building and awareness-raising initiatives.

VISION
The Forum is a leading voice in the advocacy of national policies on population management, health, nutrition, and
family welfare and in the provision of universal access to information and service for all Filipinos especially the poor
and the youth.

MISSION
The Forum actively collaborates with influential persons and decision makers from public and private/business sectors,
the academe, women, youth and the media, in advocating sound population policies and effective family planning and
nutrition programs to improve health and welfare of Filipino Families.

It encourages the active involvement of key stakeholders in the provision of information, advice and services in
reproductive health and nutrition as critical element in the economy and society’s well being.
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Message

As we close this decade, the Forum for Family Planning and Development is proud of its accomplishments for 2019.

At the national level, The Forum continues to be active in advocating for adequate budget for health as a member of
the Alternative Budget Initiative (ABI).  Members of ABI continue to engage legislators for budget support for RH and
passage of RH-related policies in both houses of congress. Forum is also proud to have provided an active role in the
passage of the Safe Public Spaces Act or Bawal ang Bastos Act of  2019 (Republic Act No. 11313).  Forum provided
technical assistance and served as resource person during the interpellation of the measure in the Senate.  The
Forum is also active in the advocacy for the passage of the Teen Pregnancy Prevention Bill  and the Bill Addressing
Child, Early Forced Marriages (CEFM) with Forum’s Eminent Person as principal author Rep. Edcel Lagman  in the
House of Representatives and Sen. Risa Hontiveros for the Senate version.

Forum is once again the CSO partner of the Department of Health and NEDA/POPCOM for the conduct of the 3 rd

National Family Planning Conference.  With support from the SULONG RH project supported by the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, we have began preparations for the conduct of the family planning conference to be held in March
2020 in Novotel Hotel in Quezon City.

We are also pleased to have secured a grant from the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) in partnership with
the Philippine Legislators Committee on Population and Development (PLCPD) to conduct a series of academic
lectures in recognition of Forum’s Eminent Persons.  The first Executive Lecture features our beloved Mr. Washington
Sycip who passed away in April, 2017.

Working with partner organizations from national and local government and civil society organizations including youth
groups, I’d like to think that our combined efforts have contributed to improve the lives of Filipinos particularly in our

project areas of Albay, Benguet, Cebu, Ifugao and Palawan. The local policies that we
have advocated including the local RH and HIV/AIDS ordinances as well is increased

local budget for health will directly affect a population of more than 5 million in the
provinces mentioned. On a national scale, I’d like to believe that the national policies
we supported will benefit Filipinos for years to come.
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Advancing our sexual and reproductive health rights

Sustaining Advocacy for Reproductive Health

The Forum continues its
advocacy for sustainable and
appropriately funded programs
for  reproductive health and
population and development.

The Forum is a member of the Health Cluster of the
Alternative Budget Initiative (ABI), an alliance of civil
society organizations (CSOs) involved in budget
advocacy work. Members of ABI continue to engage
legislators for budget support for RH and passage
of RH-related policies in both Houses of Congress.
Forum is also proud to have provided an active role
in the passage of Republic Act No. 11313 or the
Safe Public Spaces Act or Bawal ang Bastos Act of
2019.  Forum had been involved in consultations
with the office of Sen. Risa Hontiveros from the
drafting, conduct of committee hearings and public
consultations.

Forum also provided technical assistance and served as
resource person during the interpellation of the measure
in the Senate.  The Forum is also active in the advocacy
for the passage of the Teen Pregnancy Prevention Bill
and the Bill against Child, Early Forced Marriages (CEFM)
with Forum’s Eminent Person Cong. Edcel Lagman  as
principal author in the House of Representatives and Sen.
Risa Hontiveros for the Senate version.
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Building Capacities of Partners

Sub-granting to CSOs

The Forum continued to support CSOs by providing grants
to national and local NGOs under the SULONG RH
(Sustained Local and National Advocacy for RH) project
supported by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.  The
grant was used by partner NGOs in implementing national
and local level advocacy activities.  These NGOs are
Health Action Information Network (HAIN),  Philippine
Legislators Committee on Population and Development,
Inc. (PLCPD), Filipino Free Thinkers, Gayon LGBT
Organization of Albay, Roots of Health (Ugat ng
Kalusugan) of Palawan, and Bisdak Pride of Cebu.

Support to LGU Partners

Committed to strengthen partnerships
with the LGUs, the Forum continued to
provide technical assistance to our local
government partners in the provinces of
Albay, Benguet, Cebu, Ifugao and
Palawan for their initiatives in promoting
reproductive health.  These activities
include conduct of forums and trainings
for Barangay Health Workers (BHWs),
RH seminar of Sangguniang Kabataan
(SKs), Buntis / Couples Congress and
Youth / Adolescent Congress.

The Forum also provides technical
assistance during RH Council
meetings and provides capacity
building activities CSO and LGU
personnel.  A series of Adolescent
Reproductive Health forums in the
project areas  conducted in
partnership with LGUs and  NGO

Board Member
Dr. Alejandro Herrin
with officers of the
Albay  Association of the Deaf
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Learning Visit to Bangkok, Thailand

The SULONG RH national and local partners had its year-
end review, planning workshop and learning exchange in
Bangkok, Thailand last March 4-8, 2019. Bangkok, Thailand
was as an area to visit because there was a time when
Philippines and Thailand had the same demographic
scenario and the HIV/AIDS situation in Thailand was worse
than Philippines.   But through multi-stakeholder
cooperation, advocacy and political determination, Thailand
has manage to bring down its population growth rate and
manage the rate of new infection for HIV. 

The group was with the Forum’s President, and Trustees
NEDA USec. Mike de la Rosa and Dr. Alex Herrin. The
group participated in a seminar with experts from Philippines
and Thailand.

Presenters were Dr. Wassana Im-em of
UNFPA Thailand, Dr.Alex Herrin  and Dr.
Rosalia Sciortino Sumaryono of SEA
Junction. The group also different
organizations in Bangkok involved in sexual
and reproductive health rights advocacy
such as Y-Peer Asia Pacific, AIDS Access
Foundation, and Thai Red Cross AIDS
Research Center.

Highlight of the visit was a meeting with
Thailand’s foremost RH champion Mechai

Viravaidya.  “Mr. Condom” as he is also known is a former
Senator of Thailand and recipient of many awards for his
development work including the 1994 Ramon Magsaysay
Award.  He is  founder and chairperson of Population and
Community Development Association, Mechai Viravaidya.
Out of these meetings and dialogues, the participants were
able to gain insights and strategies that could be replucated
in their programs and projects.
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Support to Partners in Difficult Circumstances

Forum also provided aid and assistance to victims of flashfloods and landslides in Tiwi, Albay and support to social and
medical mission by local partners in Albay last January 2019.  In addition, we distributed more than 2,000 pairs of
slippers to all project sites, which was sponsored by Tukod Foundation. Working with health workers and SK opened
us to more realities in our project sites. The Forum staff met with very young brides belonging to tribes of Palaw’on and
Tao’t Bato. The Forum facilitated health assistance to teenage moms and assisted in health missions to these
communities in Rizal and Bataraza, in Palawan.

Awareness Raising for Advocacy

Social Media Activities

The Forum Facebook page has reached a milestone of getting over 4,000 likes and is being followed by 4,429 people.
In November 2019, it reached 23,729 audiences and over 2,000 engagements were recorded. Most of our audiences
are active from 3:00p.m. to 6:00a.m. which may be interpreted as Facebook activities by young people during these
hours. The page gets a number of queries about family planning methods and where to get them.
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Executive Legacy Lecture Series

In 2019, through the support of the United Nations
Population Fund and in partnership with the Philippine
Legislators’ Committee on Population and Development
(PLCPD), The Forum led the conduct of academic
lectures in the name of esteemed experts and public
figures in the country. On June 28, 2019, the first in a
series of Executive Lectures, began with The Washington
Sycip Memorial Legacy Lecture at the JV del Rosario
Hall, Asian Institute of Management Conference Center,
Makati City.  The event provided a venue for key people
in the education sector to discuss ideas that will influence
policies on education that empowers women, girls, and
men.

Mr. Sycip is a titan in the business and education sectors
– having founded two of the more recognizable
institutions in the country: the first business school in
the region, the Asian Institute of Management (AIM) and
the country’s most successful accounting firm SGV &
Company. He is also among the Eminent Persons of
The Forum. He passed away on October 7, 2017.

The Keynote Message was prepared by Hon. Leonor
Mirasol Magtolis-Briones, Secretary of the Department
of Education (DepEd). Sec. Briones is an academic,
economist, and civil servant. She is also professor
emeritus at the National College of Public Administration
& Governance (NCPAG), University of the Philippines –
Diliman. She is a former Presidential Adviser for Social Development.  Sec. Briones was ably represented by Dr. Maria
Corazon Dumalo, DepEd Central Office School Health Division Chief.

The first reactor is Dr. Jaime Aristotle Alip. He is the Founder, Chairman, and Managing Director of the Center for
Agriculture and Rural Development Mutuality Reinforcing Institution (CARD MRI).  Dr. Alip shared that through the
support Mr. Sycip, CARD MRI which started with 20 pesos and an old typewriter now operates with 55 billion pesos in
1570 municipalities, covering 40,000 barangays. They have 65 million Filipino microfinance clients and 26 million
Filipinos insured under their micro-insurance programs. These people also receive assistance in their health and
education.

The second reactor is Dr. Milwida Martin Guevara, President of Synergeia Foundation, which mission is to enable
every Filipino child to complete a god elementary education.   Dr. Guevara shared how Washington Sycip came up to
her and asked how she and her NGO would like to be helped. When Dr. Guevara said that Sycip’s goodwill and
expression of support would be good, the latter said: “Stop that crap. How about I give you 10million pesos to help you
start up?” Synergeia started with 6 municipal mayors. Now, heads of 472 municipalities join them in their advocacy.

The third reactor is Adora Mendoza, a child’s rights, health, and education advocate. Ms. Mendoza is a child of the
slums. She was sponsored by World Vision and now she is an inspiration speaker, life coach and mentor, and author
of the book #AdoraQuotes and The 8 Practical Fundamentals of Success.
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Networking and Partnership Building

Partnerships in National Events

The Forum supported the Youth Sustainability
Convergence organized by SDSN Youth Philippines, one
of the biggest youth gatherings which happened this year
in Baguio City. The Forum had 6 breakout sessions on
SRHR, one of which was Ms. Samira Gutoc as resource
speaker. We supported 3 youth scholars from Ifugao,
Cebu and Albay to the youth gathering.

The Forum was the only NGO partner of the 2nd Philippine
World Contraception Day which was held in Zamboanga
City last September 26, 2019. It also supported the
Philippine Nurses Convention where our Program
Associate, Mr. Kevin de Vera was a plenary speaker on
the topic “Nurses and the RPRH Law” before 2,500
nurses from all over the country.

3rd National Family Planning Conference

The Forum has been requested by the Commission on
Population and Development to convene the 3rd National
Family Planning Conference on March 18-20, 2020 in
Manila, as it has done for the first two NFPCs. This
conference is co-organized by NEDA, DOH, POPCOM
and The Forum. The theme is “Forging Partnerships and
Renewing Commitments to Achieve Zero Unmet Need
for Modern Family Planning.”

We have organized the committees for this purpose
notably the Steering and Scientific Committees. Topics
have been identified by the Scientific Committee. The
Forum which serves as the secretariat and conference
coordinator is now in the process of identifying speakers
and finalizing the program flow. Suffice it is to say that
NEDA Socio-Economic Planning Secretary Ernesto
Pernia will be the keynote speaker.
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Participation in International Meetings

52nd Session UN Commission on Population and
Development (UNCPD) held on April 1-5, 2019 in New
York. Forum President Benjamin de Leon attended as a
member of the Philippine delegation. Other members
include NEDA Socio-Economic Planning Secretary Dr.
Ernesto Pernia, Commission on Population (POPCOM)
Executive Director and NEDA  UnderSecretary. Dr. Juan
Antonio Perez III and members of civil society
organizations.

Women Deliver Conference, a biennial
assembly of women’s rights activists
and advocates from all over the world.
Canada played host to this event held
in Vancouver from June 3-6, 2019.
Through the support of the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, Forum
Director for Programs and Advocacy,
Chi Laigo Vallido and Forum President
Benjamin de Leon were able to attend.

I

ICPD@25 – Forum was also able to attend the 25th

ICPD held in Nairobi, Kenya. Joining Benjamin de Leon
and Chi Laigo Vallido is Forum’s media consultant Diana
Mendoza. The trip was also supported by the Gates
Foundation.  Forum was also able to meet with Riley
Glandon of the Gates Foundation.  Sec. Ernesto Pernia
was head on the Philippines delegation and he also
read the country commitment of the Philippines to the
Programme of Action of the ICPD.   A side event in the
conference was the launching of the Rafael M. Salas
autobiography book launch initiated by POPCOM.
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Institutional Development

Organizational Development

PCNC Accreditation

To further strengthen the institutional capacity of the
organization, Forum applied for passed the  accreditation
to the Philippine Council for NGO Certification (PCNC).
The PCNC accreditation certifies the Forum with a “donee
institution status” which exempts donors from being taxed
by Bureau of Internal Revenue (B.I.R.) The certification is
the NGO equivalent to LGU’s seal of good governance.
Forum is also an accredited NGO of Quezon City.

PRC Accreditation

The Forum is also an accredited training provider of the
Philippines Regulatory Commission for Nurses. This
means that the trainings that Forum provides for nurses will now earn them an equivalent Continuing Professional
Development (CPD) Units which is a requirement for the renewal of their licenses.  This PRC accreditation will also
enable Forum to charge a minimum amount for trainings that are not sponsored or funded and can be an income
generating endeavor of the organization.

Social Media Page Promotion

The Forum has been increasing promotion of activities using it’s website and Facebook page.  In 2019, the Forum
Facebook page has reached over 4,000 Likes and is being followed by 4,429 people.  In November 2019, it reached
23,729 and over 2,000 engagements were recorded.  Most of our audiences are active from 3:00pm to 6:00am which
may  be interpreted as Facebook actovities by young people during these hours.  The page gets a number of queries
about family planning methods and where to get them.
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Fundraising through the 12th Rafael M. Salas Cup

The 12th Rafael M. Salas Cup was held on November 8,
2019 in Camp Aguinaldo Golf Club. This year’s theme is
“Early Pregnancy (Teenage Pregnancy), A National
Concern”. It was participated by 60 avid golfers. An
educational video on teenage pregnancy produced by
PLCPD and video about Rafael M. Salas by POPCOM
were shown.

This year’s golf game was able to raise more than
Php1,550,780.25. The half a million loss is attributed to
reduced donations, sponsors who sent their regrets, and
decreased number of players.
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Statement of Management Responsibility for Financial Statements
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Statements of Assets, Liabilities and Fund Balance
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Statements of Revenues and Expenses
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Statements of Cash Flows
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Eminent Persons

H.E. Fidel V. Ramos
Former President of the Philippines

Chairman, Ramos Peace and Development Foundation, Inc.

Cesar EA Virata
Former Prime Minister of the Philippines

President, C. Virata& Associates, Inc.
Corporate Vice-Chairman,

Rizal Commercial Banking Corporation

Mercedes B. Concepcion, PhD
National Scientist

Oscar M. Lopez
Chaiman, Lopez Group Foundation

Chairman Emeritus,
Lopez Holdings Corporation

and First Philippine Holdings Corporation

Loida Nicolas Lewis
Chairperson, TLC Group, Inc.

New York, USA
President and Founder, The Lewis College

Sorsogon City

Edcel C. Lagman
Congressman

1St District Albay

Ramon S. Ang
President and CEO

San Miguel Corporation

Washington Z. Sycip (+)
Founder, Sycip, Gorrres and Velayo
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Board of Trustees

Benjamin D. de Leon
President
Former Presidential Assistant for Social Development Office of the President President
Fidel V. Ramos
Former Executive Director, ASEAN Population Coordination Unit, Jakarta, Indonesia

Jaime Z. Galvez-Tan, MD
Vice President
President, Health Features, Inc.
Former Secretary, Department of Health

Corazon M. Raymundo, PhD
Secretary
Councilor, Pasig City
Former Director/Professor
UP Population Institute

Jose Miguel R. dela Rosa
Treasurer
Undersecretary, National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA)
Executive Director, Film Development Council of the Philippines
Former Country Representative, JHU Center for Communication Programs

Ernesto M. Pernia, PhD
Socio Economic Planning Secretary, National Economic and Development Authority
(NEDA)
Professor Emeritus, UP School of Economics
Former Senior Lead Economist, Asian Development Bank
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Yolanda Villanueva Ong
Formerly Group Chairperson, Campaigns and Grey
Independent Consultant for Public Relations

Victoria Jardiolin Villa
President, Natasha and Marikina Shoe Exchange
Professor, UP College of Business Administration

Trustees

Dr. Enrique T. Ona, MD
Former Secretary of Health

Cecilia Orena Drilon
Broadcast Journalist, ABC-CBN Network

Felipe M. Medalla, Ph.D
Member Monetary Board, Central Bank of the Philippines
Former Socio Economic Planning Secretary, NEDA
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Trustees

Alejandro N. Herrin,
Professorial Lecturer and Former Professor,

UP School of Economics

Bernadine Siy
Director, Fil-Pacific Apparel Corporation,
Epicurean Partner Exchange, Inc., and Coffee Masters, Inc.

Margarito Teves

Former Secretary, Department of Finance

Elizabeth Eder de Zobel
Founder & Chair, Teach for the Philippines, Inc.
Member, Board of Directors, The Population Council, New York, USA

Xavier Peredo
President, UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network Philippines
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Advisers

Edgardo A. Bautista
Former President, MIRANT Philippines

Jonathan David A. Flavier, MD
Chair, Cooperative Movement  for Encouraging No-Scalpel Vasectomy (CMEN)

Dante B. Canlas, PhD
Former Executive Director, Asian Development Bank
Former Socio-Economic Planning Secretary, NEDA

Leticia R. Shahani, PhD, (+)

Peter Wallace
President, Wallace Business Forum

Ernesto Luis Salas
Asst. Vice-President, ACE USA
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Menardo R. Jimenez
Chair, MAJENT Group of Companies
Former President, GMA Network

Carmelita L. Villanueva
Former Chief, Programs & Information Services, UNESCO
Bangkok, Thailand

Cyndy Tan Jarabata
President, Advocates for Youth Foundation

Jose Rimon, III
Director, Bill and Melinda Gates Institute for Population and Reproductive Health,
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD

Toshio Kuroda, PhD (+)

Advisers
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